
Quiz 1 (complete this on a separate sheet of paper)  English 12
Student Name

1.  Why do you think Gregory narrates this story in the first-person point of of view? What would 
be gained or lost if he instead wrote it in the third-person point of view?

2.  “I never learned hate at home, or shame. I had to go to school for that.”  Explain why this statement is 
ironic.

3.  What inferences can you make about this passage?
“The pipes were frozen again, there was no water in the house, but I washed my socks and shirt every night. 
I’d get a pot, and go over to Mister Ben’s grocery store, and stick my pot down into his soda machine and 
scoop out some chopped ice. By evening the ice melted to water for washing. I got sick a lot that winter 
because the fire would go out at night before the clothes were dry. In the morning I’d put them on, wet or dry, 
because they were the only clothes I had.”

4.  In the Encarta Dictionary, shame is defined as a negative emotion that combines feelings of dishonor, 
unworthiness, and embarrassment.  In Richard’s Gregory autobiography, he says “Helene was sitting in that 
classroom when I learned to be ashamed of myself.”  Describe how both types of shame are evident. 

-The shame that is intentionally inflicted on us by other people.

-The shame that we accept on ourselves when we are ashamed of who we are.

5.  Richard has conflict with all of the following (please explain)

SOCIETY

TEACHER

HELENE

SELF

6.  Make inferences about the following metaphor: “Pregnant people get strange tastes. I was pregnant with pov-
erty. Pregnant with dirt and pregnant with smells that made people turn away. Pregnant with cold and pregnant 
with shoes that were never bought for me. Pregnant with five other people in my bed and no daddy in the next 
room, and pregnant with hunger. Paste doesn’t taste too bad when you’re hungry.”

SHAME

Resiliency

7.  A resilient person can “roll with the punches”. Some people are born with more resilience than others though.  
In a paragraph, describe a few traits of resiliency and how you either possess them already or wish to improve on 
them.


